
 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

 

November 4 —  Fraud and 

Identy Theft by Kristen 

Fauth and Bryan Philips 

from Dacotah Bank 

 

 

November 11 — Holiday 

No meeting 

 

 

November 18 —  Pending,  

 

 

November 25 —  Holiday 

No meeting 

 

 
 

Board Meeting  

December 10, 2015 

NOVEMBER,2015 
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Officers/Board 
Chairman:   Kelli Van Steenwyk 
President:  Corey Kramer 
Pres. Elect:  Carla Glynn 
Vice Pres.:   
Secretary:  Miko Brandner 
Treasurer:  Kent Edson 
Sgt. At Arms:  Matt Pearson 
Tom Agnitsch  
Shaun Falken 
Bob Gruman               
Shirley Jahraus 
T.J. Johnson 
Scott Noeldner 
Betty Ochsner 
Matt Prehn 
Tom Snyder 

The Aberdeen Sertoma Bulletin 
is published monthly by the 
Public Relations Committee.  
The purpose of this publication 
is to serve as a communication 
tool of and for the members of 
the Aberdeen Sertoma Club. 

  Contact Shirley Jahraus for 
program announcements or 

other information of interest to 
the Aberdeen Sertoma       

members.   Call 225-8703;                        
swjahraus@abe.midco.net 

Information due the end of the 
third week of each month. 

  

 

Making Life Worthwhile 
 

Through  

Service to Mankind 

 

  

 

     

     

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Donation to Local School 

 
The Aberdeen Sertoma Club donated a FrontRow system to the Aber-

deen Roncalli Primary School. The FrontRow system is a totally wire-

less portable PA system.  There are numerous studies that report tre-

mendous benefits from the use of FrontRow, including doubled reading 

growth, greater student achievement, easier classroom management, and 

heightened teacher energy. 

Pictured above Club Secretary Miko Brandner, PreK-6 Principal Paula 

Florey, School President Jeff Simmons, and Club Sponsorship Commit-

tee Chair Scott Noeldner. 

                         

                                 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Sertoma Volunteer Opportunities 

 
 Decorate Christmas tree at Dacotah Prairie Musuem 
 
 Winterfest.  November 20th, 5:00 to 8:00  Set Up 

                      November 21st, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
                      November 22nd,  11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
 Bell Ringing   Saturday, December 5th @ K-Mart 
                         Hours:   10:00 a.m. to 800 p.m. 

 
Contact Miko Brandner  mikobran@gmail.com 

216-1629 
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President’s Message  
Hello fellow Sertomans! 

 

Fall is upon us and so it’s time to start thinking about putting away the 

lawnmower and make sure the snow blower still runs.   

 

 As most of you are aware, we had a float in the Gypsy Day parade to 

help promote our club to the community.  I would like to thank all of 

those who were involved with making that happen.  Winterfest is coming 

up on November 21st and 22nd.  We will be selling almonds and Story-

book Land books there once again so stop on by if you get a chance! 

 

The Sertoma Regional Convention was a great success according to Mi-

ko and Betty.  Miko stated that she thought it was the best one so far.  She also stated that she was able to 

learn so much more about Sertoma and how other parts of the region support their communities. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at our weekly meetings and encourage anyone to come to a board meeting 

if you would like to see how they work.  We would love to have your input.     Thank You!  Corey A. Kramer 

 

 

Walking Trail Clean-up 
Four loyal Sertomans and two 

spouses  cleaned the trail behind 

McDonalds from 6th Avenue to 

3rd Avenue on September 28th.   

 

Pictured at the left are Betty 

Ochsner, Miko Brandner,  Jackie 

and Scott Witlock, and Corey 

Kramer.   

 

This is an annual community pro-

ject that the Aberdeen Sertoma 

Club has completed for many 

years. 

 

 
Programs 

Dr. Elizabeth Schwab was kind enough to join us and speak at our local 

Sertoma club meeting on October 21, 2015.  She introduced herself and 

told us a little about her background and education which led her in open-

ing her own practice back here in Aberdeen.  Dr. Schwab discussed a lit-

tle about the relatively new state funding that helps a little with the costs 

associated with acquiring hearing aids and told us that she wishes that 

there was more funding for this as well as getting greater coverage by 

health insurance companies and Medicare.  She also stated that prevention 

is the best thing you can do to avoid premature hearing loss and encouraged everyone to take steps to pro-

tect yourself and others from damaging levels of sound by utilizing the many different styles of ear plugs 

and ear muffs.  Dr. Schwab is pictured above to the right with Speaker Chair Corey Kramer. 
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  Programs, continued from page 2 
 

On October 7th, Sertoma welcomed Melissa Larson & Megan Hardie from 

Karisma Boutique to speak about their business.  Melissa Larson is the own-

er of the business and has owned it for approximately 3 years.  They outgrew 

their previous location inside the Ward Hotel, so Melissa purchased another 

building in downtown Aberdeen where Feinstein’s used to be located and 

moved the business in June of this year.  This move allowed them to add a con-

siderable amount of new clothing and accessory lines for women as well as 

clothing, shoes and belts for men.  They also added a coffee and wine bar to 

the store in addition to a large party room that has been used for several bridal 

showers and “Wine & Canvas” events for a small fee already.  They will even 

host private parties after hours with special discounts for large groups.  Megan 

showed us several examples of both men’s and women’s merchandise that they 

carry, and added that they do can add specific new products if people ask for them.  Melissa said she was happy to stay 

downtown and looks forward to seeing it continue to grow and improve as more buildings are renovated. 
 

Safe Harbor is a domestic violence shelter that assists women, children and men 

that are victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, child abuse, child sexual 

abuse, and elder abuse.  Safe Harbor provides services to seven counties: Brown, 

Campbell, Day, Edmunds, McPherson, and Potter.  One in three  women and one in 

seven men will be victims of domestic violence.  In 2014 Safe Harbor had over 7000 

contacts with our clients.  As stated by Gina Karst (pictured at the left with Sertoman 

Steve Graf, “We do not have one encounter with our clients, we have numerous.  We 

want to advocate for our clients through the entire process, through safety planning, 

protection orders, court proceedings for the protection orders, divorce, child custo-

dy.  Our goal is to assist however we can to hopefully prevent our clients from going 

back to their abuser.  Statistically a victim will go back to their abuser 7-10 times be-

fore they will finally leave.  Each time that a victim leaves their abuser the lethality goes up.  I have been with Safe Har-

bor for six years and have seen clients utilize our assistance 10 or more times. I am starting to see the children that were 

in those abusive homes now going into their own abusive relationship, either as the victim or as the abuser.”  As a shel-

ter, Safe Harbor provides safe housing for women and children.  The men will be put up elsewhere.  Clients can stay  for 

30 days, but right now in Aberdeen there is limited safe, affordable housing.  Because of this the average length of stay 

has been 45 days.  As long as they are showing that they are putting the efforts forth to move out and into a better situa-

tion, they will be allowed to stay.  When a client is ready to leave an attempt is made to provide them with furniture, 

dishes, beds, and linens they will need in starting their new housing.  Gina says they want to make sure that clients don’t 

feel that they “have to” go back to their relationship because of lack of resources or ability.  Staff will try every effort to 

show their clients the worth they have and that they are capable of living on their own.  

 
Sertoma members met at the new K.O. Lee Adult 

Day Health Center at Bethesda on October 28th.  

Sertoman Bruce Johnson and staff presented in-

formation about the program and  facility.  Mem-

bers toured the Adult Day Health Center and Thera-

py Center, including the Warm Water Therapy 

Pool, which is the first of its kind in northeast South 

Dakota.  The Adult Day Health program offers cus-

tomized and person-centered care during the day, so 

people can stay at home longer.  This is a new alter-

native to assisted living and nursing home care.  As 

the senior population continues to grow, this pro-

gram will provide services for many, for many 

years to come.  Bruce is pictured at the right 

demonstrating how the warm water therapy pool 

operates.   
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Camp Sertoma 
 

At convention, Jenni Bailey and Emily Smith-Lundberg of Camp Sertoma provided some highlights of this 

year’s  camp. 

 Camp was full with 75 campers 

 One week long 

 21 counselors 

 3 Junior counselors 

 Parents and teachers are welcomed to join the Great Plains Camp Sertoma Club (1st time ever) 

 Camp is still holding Dreams and Inspiration Retreats 

 Camp Sertoma is rated in the top 3 in the nation 

 Camp Sertoma will be hosting Celebrate Sound on December 6th. 

 Like Camp Sertoma of the Great Plains Region – Brainerd, Minnesota on Facebook 

 Camp Sertoma is looking for a Club Liaison, cooks specializing with dietary needs, and volunteers 

 Cost to attend camp $662 (with no camper turned away) compared to other camps which charge around 

$850-$1200 per camper 

 Sunday after camp a storm blows thru camp shutting it down for 2 weeks for clean up. 

Several trees including their 65’ climbing tree were destroyed, docks demolished and picnic tables 

destroyed beyond disbelief. 

 

Camp Sertoma’s wish list includes: 

Dream List:  
 Additional lodge storage    

 8’ banquet tables and chairs   

 6 person club cart    

 

Wish List:  

 Standup Paddleboards 

 Gaga pit      

 Cowboy Golf     

 Frisbee Golf    

 Bag Toss games   

 Water balloon sling shot   

 9 Square in the Air    

 Team vests (youth and adults) 

 Earth Ball (LARGE BALL) 

Need List 

 Rit Dye (various colors 

 Washable markers 

 Permanent markers 

 Tempra craft paints 

 Elmer’s school glue 

 Wax paper (makes the slide go fast) 

 Marshmallow sticks (long wooden handles) 

 9” balloons (latex free) 

 Toilet paper 

 Pump hand soap 

 Paper archery targets 

 Gloves (latex free) 
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SAFEEars 
 

Thanks to compassionate donors like our club, Sertoma has been able to help the 

hearing health community through our programs: SAFEEars!®, A Sound Invest-

ment, Adopt-An-Agency, Grants and Scholarships. In 2014-2015 Sertoma awarded 

$100,000 in scholarships and $150,454 in Community Grants.  

  

Erin Enguero, a 2014-2015 Deaf or Hard of Hearing Scholarship recipient is pic-

tured at the left. 
 

 Sy Gau Scholarship Program 
  

There is one $1,000 scholarship available for each of the 7 Great Plains districts this year. We also have the 

$500 Merit Scholarships to be awarded to the next highest scoring applicants regardless of their district of 

origin. The number of $500 Merit Scholarships awarded will be determined by the committee and will be 

based on the previous years earnings of the Fund and/or judged application scores.Our committee will make 

the determination to award Merit Scholarships again this year at our teleconference meeting sometime in early 

April. 

  

Attached is the application form for the 2016 Sy Gau Scholarship. Please insert your District name in the line 

behind "Sertoma District" before you email or print this form. Please make sure this is done. You would be 

surprised at how many "new" (or missing) Districts we seem to have when the applications come back   Make 

your first distribution to your clubs sometime in early September. A follow up email, phone call, or club vis-

it is helpful  a week or 2 prior to the Thanksgiving and/or Christmas holidays. That is when most Sertomans 

will be seeing eligible relatives. Past experience has shown that sending a copy of the information and applica-

tion to the club president, club secretary, and club bulletin writer sometimes gets more information to the 

membership than sending to just one person. If club bulletins are sent by email, ask the bulletin writer to attach 

a copy of the application form to the bulletin. That way every member should get a copy, even if they miss the 

meeting(s) where the Club President announes this scholarship program. If your clubs still have a FDC or PAC 

meetings, that is also a good opportunity. The more communications with your clubs, the better. 

The participation the last several years has been down, so there is still room for improvement. I would like to 

think there are more Sertoman relatives going to college than have applied in the past. Be creative in getting 

the word out to the membership of each club. It is our job to see that everyone is aware of this scholar-

ship. Where else can a student get a 1 in 5 to 10 chance at a $1,000 scholarship? 

  

Remember that any relative of a Great Plains Region Sertoma member in good standing is eligible. They them-

selves do not have to live in the Great Plains Region. The  scholarships will only be granted to undergraduate 

full time students and high school seniors enrolled for the fall 2016 semester. 12 credit hours or more is con-

sidered full time. Great Plains Sertoma members, Collegiate Sertoma Club members, and Serteen 

Club members are also eligible, but do not need a relative as a sponsor. There are no grade point requirements 

or financial need criteria for this scholarship. Scholarship consideration is mainly based on their volunteerism 

and community service history. They should use the 2016 application form. Deadline to return completed ap-

plications is January 31, 2016. The winners will be announced May 1st and the money deposited in the stu-

dents account for use the following fall term.  

  

If you have any questions please let me know and I will try to help.  Application form is on page 6.   

  

Thanks for all you do; 

Gerri Dunn, Chairman, Sy Gau Scholarship Committee 
 

http://www.sertoma.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dQEfw2moDMqk&srcid=12826&srctid=1&erid=1047100&trid=9b42f2a8-04ab-467a-8b91-647edb0fa0cd
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     $1,000    SY GAU SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION    2016         
 

 

 
 

 
 

Why are you pursuing a higher education?  (150 words or less): 

 

Why do you do voluntary service?  (150 words or less): 

 

  3.    Describe your community involvement   (150 words or less): 

 

  4.    How do you plan to pay for your education?  (150 words or less): 

 

MUST  include two letters of recommendation – 1 from Education and 1 from Voluntary Service. 

 

 
 

                                                             (Effective August 2015, supersedes prior forms.) 

 

The scholarships will only be granted to undergraduate full time students and high school seniors who are relatives of a current

Plains Sertoma member in good standing. Sertoma Club members, Collegiate Sertoma Club members, and Serteen Club members in 

good standing are also eligible.  Scholarship money will be deposited in the student’s school account to be used for eligible ex

starting with the fall term immediately following the announcement of winners on May 1st. 

   Name:____________________________       Sertoma Sponsor:___________________________ 

   Home Address:____________________         Sertoma Club:_____________________________ 

                __________________________         Sertoma District:___________________________ 

   City:_____________________________        Sertoma Region:_____Great Plains______________ 

   State:_____________ZIP:___________          Applicant’s Relationship to Sponsor:____________ 

   Phone #:__________________________        _________________________________________ 

   ___I am a high school senior and expect to graduate on _________________(date) 

   ___I am a full-time undergraduate college student and expect to graduate on _____________(date) 

   ___I am a Serteen Club, Collegiate  Club, or Sertoma Club member_______________ (club name)  

   ___I have received this scholarship before. If yes, how many times ________                                                                           

                    Please TYPE your answers to these four questions on a separate sheet 

Please submit in a single envelope FIVE (5) COLLATED AND STAPLED COPIES consisting of: application sheet, answer 

sheet(s), and letters of recommendation. Any other attachments to applications will be discarded. Incomplete and/or non-

collated copies will not be considered. 

Must be POSTMARKED BY JANUARY 31, 2016 to: 

     Sertoma, Inc. 

     Sy Gau Scholarship 

     1912 East Meyer Boulevard 

     Kansas City, Missouri 64132 

Applicant’s Signature 
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Sertoma Apparel 

 

 

                                                             
Silk Touch Sport Shirt           Silk Touch ¾ Sleeve                          Silk Touch Long Sleeve Sport Shirt  
Men (XS-10 XL) K500           Sport Shirt               Men (XS-6XL) K500LS 
Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L500           Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L562            Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L500LS 
$24.00             $31.00                    $31.00 
 
 
      

                                                                  
R-Tek Fleece Full Zip Jacket                     Crescent Vest               Crew Sweatshirt 18000 
Men (XS-4XL) JP77              Men 8350                $20.00 
Ladies (XS-XXL, 1X, 2X) LP77             Ladies TM7020   Hooded Sweatshirt 18500 
$50.00                $38.00                  $26.00 
 
 

 
Items are navy blue with the Aberdeen Sertoma logo on the upper left – prices include sales tax 

 

 
Contact Miko Brandner 

mikobran@gmail.com    


