
 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

 

October 7 —  Melissa Lar-

son Karisma 

 

 

October 14 — Gina Karst, 

Safe Harbor 

 

 

October 21 —  Pending, 

Bruce Johnson 

 

 

October 28 —  Pending, 

Corey Kramer 

 

 
 

Board Meeting  

December 10, 2015 

12:00 Noon 
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Officers/Board 
Chairman:   Kelli Van Steenwyk 
President:  Corey Kramer 
Pres. Elect:  Carla Glynn 
Vice Pres.:   
Secretary:  Miko Brandner 
Treasurer:  Kent Edson 
Sgt. At Arms:  Matt Pearson 
Tom Agnitsch  
Shaun Falken 
Bob Gruman               
Shirley Jahraus 
T.J. Johnson 
Scott Noeldner 
Betty Ochsner 
Matt Prehn 
Tom Snyder 

The Aberdeen Sertoma Bulletin 
is published monthly by the 
Public Relations Committee.  
The purpose of this publication 
is to serve as a communication 
tool of and for the members of 
the Aberdeen Sertoma Club. 

  Contact Shirley Jahraus for 
program announcements or 

other information of interest to 
the Aberdeen Sertoma       

members.   Call 225-8703;                        
swjahraus@abe.midco.net 

Information due the end of the 
third week of each month. 

  

 

Making Life Worthwhile 
 

Through  

Service to Mankind 

 

  

 

     

     

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Mark Marion Receives SD District Recognition 
 

Aberdeen Serto-

man 2015 Service 

to Mankind recipi-

ent Mark Marion 

was recently recog-

nized as the South 

Dakota District 

recipient. 

 

District Governor 

Kirk Walters pre-

sented Mark with a 

plaque at the week-

ly Aberdeen Serto-

ma meeting on 

September 30th. 

 

Abby Award Nomination 
 

This year Sertoma was co-nominated alongside with Aberdeen Parks, 

Recreation and Forestry for the Storybook Land Park in the nonprofit 

community involvement category for a local Abby award. Storybook 

Land did not win this year.  However just to be nominated was an honor 

and shows the impact of importance of the Storybook Land Park! 

Sertomans Miko Brandner, Carla Glynn, Betty Ochsner, Matt  Pearson, 

Kelli VanSteenwyk, Jacque Ohleen-Kalloff, and Bob Gruman pictured 

above attended the banquet. 
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President’s Message  
Hello fellow Sertomans! 

 

   Fall is upon us and so it’s time to start thinking about putting away 

the lawnmower and make sure the snow blower still runs.   

   As most of you are aware, we had a float in the Gypsy Day parade to 

help promote our club to the community.  I would like to thank all of 

those who were involved with making that happen. 

   Winterfest is coming up on November 21st and 22nd.  We will be selling 

almonds and Storybook Land books there once again so stop on by if 

you get a chance! 

   The Sertoma Regional Convention was a great success according to 

Miko and Betty.  Miko stated that she thought it was the best one so far.  She also stated that she was able to 

learn so much more about Sertoma and how other parts of the region support their communities. 

   I look forward to seeing you all at our weekly meetings and encourage anyone to come to a board meeting 

if you would like to see how they work.  We would love to have your input!   Thank You!  Corey A. Kramer 

 

 

Sertoma Represented at 
the  

Gypsy Day Parade 

 

What a beautiful day for a pa-

rade!  Our club had a float in 

the 100th Northern State Uni-

versity Gypsy Day Parade on 

September 26th. 

 

The float wouldn't have been 

completed without the helped 

of our talented volunteers Jack-

ie Witlock, Lois and Mark Jo-

seph, and Kyle and Miko 

Brandner with the supervision of their dog, Blaze.  We would like to extend a huge thank you to Doug 

Johnson, Mark Grote and the Wylie Park staff for their assistance getting the trailer and slide ready for us.  

 

On the day of the parade, Miko and 

Dawson Brandner had candy ready to 

hand out to the waiting kids and older 

kids at heart while Bob Gruman was 

ready to show off the festive fall 

themed float on the parade route.  

 

Jackie Witlock, Mark and Lois jo-

seph, and Miko Brandner are pictured 

in the photo above.   

 

Bob Gruman and Miko are pictured 

in the photo to the right. 
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  Programs 
Georgia Smith from the South Dakota Snow Queen Festi-

val, spoke at Sertoma on Wednesday, September 16th.  She 

shared with the club their fundraising event “Hunting is Mur-

der” which was held Friday, September 18th and Saturday, Sep-

tember 19th at the Ramkota.  This is a mystery dinner thea-

tre.  $35 person for meal, production and door prizes.  January 

2016 will mark the 70th anniversary of SD Snow Queen Festi-

val.   Georgia invited us to all participate in the event.  Georgia 

also shared with the club that three years ago, SD Snow Queen 

reorganized and is under direction of a Board of Direc-

tors.  She is 

pictured 

above with Nancy Kappes.   
 

Jill Hanley, Managing Director of the Avera St. Luke’s La-

boratory presented at the September 9th meeting. Jill dis-

cussed the Avera Direct to Consumer lab blood testing pro-

gram. The Direct to Consumer testing is a convenient la-

boratory blood testing service for the health–conscious con-

sumer. Testing is available M-F from 8-5. No appointment  

or doctors order  is needed. Testing is done at Avera St. 

Luke’s Hospital by entering the east wing, Penn street en-

trance. The lab is on the second floor. Available tests in-

clude blood typing & count, General Health panels, Glu-

cose, Lipid panels, Thyroid, and others..  Jill is pictured above with Tom Snyder. 

 

On Wednesday, September 23 we had the pleasure of hearing from Shannon Bohl 

with the Brown County pet rescue league. The Brown County pet rescue league 

was developed to educate, connect and allow for forever home adoptions to take 

place for animals in need in the Brown County area. They are a volunteer non-

profit organization dedicated to finding homes for dogs and cats that will be lov-

ing, caring and long term. They have a small group of three charter members 

Shannon Bohl, Jen Thomas and Talese Nelson. Back in fall of 2014 they begin 

the paperwork and in spring of 2015 they started rescuing animals.   Dogs and 

cats are taken in, evaluated, provided within the initial Vet examination and then 

fostered. During the foster portion of the animals rescue they are photographed 

and posted online. Social media has been the springboard for this group to be able to find forever homes. An 

individual wishing to adopt will complete the online application and at that point the BCPRL check with the 

vet, look for references and do a home visit to see if the fit is perfect. Right now they have approximately 15 

foster homes and are continuing to expand the rescue efforts for dogs and cats. They rely solely on fundraising 

to be able to provide the support and the veterinary care required for some animals. They have recently held 

bake sales, carwashes and they will be having a spay-ghetti  and no balls education and fundraising dinner.  In 

the future, they hope to expand their program to not only rescue and find forever homes for animals but they 

would like to have children's education courses for animal behavior and hope also hold a rabies vaccination 

clinic to allow for individuals to bring their animals into get them up to date on vaccinations. It was a wonder-

ful presentation and if there is ever any questions you have please visit their Brown county pet rescue league 

Facebook page, their blog page http://BCPRL.blogspot.com or email them at Browncoprl@gmail.com  
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Great Plains Regional Convention 

 

Harvesting the Talents of the Great Plains was this year’s theme of the 2015 Great Plains Regional Convention 

held at The Cornhusker in Lincoln, NE on October 2nd thru the 4th.  It was hosted by the East Nebraska District 

and lead by Vicki Highstreet, Great Plains Regional Director and Director of Sertoma, Inc.  We were blessed 

by the presence of Debby Larsen, President of Sertoma, Inc.; Edwin Dlugopolski, Junior Vice President of 

Sertoma, Inc.; Dale Robinson, Director of Sertoma, Inc. and Kay Telford, Director of Sertoma, Inc.  Betty 

Ochsner and Miko Brandner attended from our club and both would agree they had a great time learning, shar-

ing, meeting, laughing, singing, dancing, celebrating, and supporting our mission to serve mankind.              

            Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 4 

 

At convention there were 10 educational training sessions scheduled for members to attend. 

Basics of Storytelling was developed for regional conventions in response to the many requests for the kick-off presentation held 

during the national convention. This general session answered questions and emphasized what kind of stories we need and why we 

need them in our Sertoma Club.  

Current Approaches for Treating Hearing Impairments was presented by Dr. Brit A. Thedinger of Omaha, Nebraska.  He is board 

certified Otolaryngologist and diplomat with the National Board of Medical Examiners. He showed us the different types of hearing 

devices and discussed the corrections for hearing impairments, like the ringing in your ear and vertigo. 

Marketing Mission of Growth provided the how to develop a plan for growth for your club, how to recruit prospective members, and 

the difference between expansion and growth focused on “membership” versus “mission”. 

How to Write Award Entries provided the how-to and tips for putting together your club nominations for Sertoman of the Year and 

Service to Mankind. 

Club Assessment provided four key areas determine the health of our club membership, leadership, mission activities, and fundrais-

ing. 

Club President reinforced the importance of setting realistic, obtainable goals that will have an effective result for the club. 

Club Secretary and Club Treasurer focused on the structure of the Sertoma Club as a business, reporting requirements and how to 

complete and track information. 

Hearing Health Strategies taught how to identify opportunities to implement Sertoma’s national hearing health programs into new 

or existing club activities. 

New Member Orientation provided an overview of what to include in a new member orientation program getting new members ac-

tive and keeping them in the club. 

Club Liaison a relatively new Sertoma program provided the duties of this position. This person can make a difference in the effec-

tiveness of the program for our club. 

 

We shared our club’s accomplishment and challenges with other leaders and members of Sertoma, by telling our story.  Telling each 

other’s stories gave us an opportunity to meet other Sertomans by sharing and learning new ideas.  

 

Sertomans had the opportunity to support the Annual Fund by placing bids on various silent auction baskets, playing Heads or Tails, 

purchasing raffle tickets for 12 various wines including a metal wine rack, and playing 50/50.  Tom Reding, Master Sergeant of 

Arms and his posse fun fined Sertomans to raise money to be split between the Annual Fund, Camp Sertoma and Sy Gau.   

We recognized the nominees for the Regional Sertoman of the Year and Regional Service to Mankind recipients.  This year’s Re-

gional Sertoman of the Year went to John Winkels of the Rochester Sertoma Club of the South Minnesota District and the Regional 

Service to Mankind went to Kelly Pritchell of the University Sertoma Club of the East Nebraska District.  Our club was recognized 

for our bulletin by receiving 2nd place at Regional level and will receive the medallion at a later date.  We received a medallion for 

our sponsorship for Camp Sertoma.  Jenni Bailey and Emily Smith-Lundberg, of Camp Sertoma were very appreciative of all we do 

in our club to support Camp Sertoma.   There were 41 applicants for the Sy Gau scholarship. 9 applicants were well deserving of a 

$1,000 scholarship and 7 applicants of a $500 scholarship.  This was Vicki Highstreet’s last convention as our Regional Director.  

We voted Kirk Walters as our next Regional Director. 

 

Charlie Colon, entrepreneur and current owner of the Chick-fil-A franchise in Lincoln, NE was our Key Note speaker on the topic, 

“Mentoring”.  He has helped companies implement Gallup’s employee engagement solution to increase their productivity, customer 

engagement, quality, retention, safety, and profit.  He has work with clients in the financial services, hospitality, healthcare, and re-

tail sectors across the United States, Europe, and Asia. 

 

Convention is not all about the meetings and learning, but a time to have fun. We had excellent entertainment which included sing-

ing, dancing and wine tasting. 

 

                         Important dates to remember:     

 

April 21-23, 2016 – 2016 Sertoma Annual Convention 

Hilton St. Louis Frontenac, Saint Louis, MO  

 

July 10-15, 2016 – Camp Sertoma 

Camp Confidence, Brainerd, MN 

 

Submitted by 

Miko Brandner 

 

September 29-October 2, 2016 – 2016 Great Plains Regional Convention 

Arrowwood Resort & Conference Center, Alexandria, MN 

 

(Dates to be set) 2017 – 2017 Great Plains Regional Convention 

Stoney Creek, Sioux City, IA   
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Sertoma Apparel 

 

 

                                                             
Silk Touch Sport Shirt           Silk Touch ¾ Sleeve                          Silk Touch Long Sleeve Sport Shirt  
Men (XS-10 XL) K500           Sport Shirt               Men (XS-6XL) K500LS 
Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L500           Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L562            Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L500LS 
$24.00             $31.00                    $31.00 
 
 
      

                                                                  
R-Tek Fleece Full Zip Jacket                     Crescent Vest               Crew Sweatshirt 18000 
Men (XS-4XL) JP77              Men 8350                $20.00 
Ladies (XS-XXL, 1X, 2X) LP77             Ladies TM7020   Hooded Sweatshirt 18500 
$50.00                $38.00                  $26.00 
 
 

 
Items are navy blue with the Aberdeen Sertoma logo on the upper left – prices include sales tax 

 

 
Contact Miko Brandner 

mikobran@gmail.com    


