
 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

September 2 —  United 

Way Campaign Chair 

 

September 9 — Health 

Profile; Understanding 

your Laboratory Tests, Jill 

Hanley 

 

September 16 —  Pending, 

Kerry Swingler 

 

September 23 —  Shannon 

Bohl, Brown County Pet 

Rescue League 

 

September 30 — Working 

Meeting 

 
 

Board Meeting  

October 8, 2015 

12:00 Noon 
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Officers/Board 
Chairman:   Kelli Van Steenwyk 
President:  Corey Kramer 
Pres. Elect:  Carla Glynn 
Vice Pres.:   
Secretary:  Miko Brandner 
Treasurer:  Kent Edson 
Sgt. At Arms:  Matt Pearson 
Tom Agnitsch  
Shaun Falken 
Bob Gruman               
Shirley Jahraus 
T.J. Johnson 
Scott Noeldner 
Betty Ochsner 
Matt Prehn 
Tom Snyder 

The Aberdeen Sertoma Bulletin 
is published monthly by the 
Public Relations Committee.  
The purpose of this publication 
is to serve as a communication 
tool of and for the members of 
the Aberdeen Sertoma Club. 

  Contact Shirley Jahraus for 
program announcements or 

other information of interest to 
the Aberdeen Sertoma       

members.   Call 225-8703;                        
swjahraus@abe.midco.net 

Information due the end of the 
third week of each month. 

  

 

Making Life Worthwhile 
 

Through  

Service to Mankind 

 

  

 

     

     

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Your Hearing Matters To Us 
 

   The Aberdeen Sertoma Club promoted SafeEars at the Brown County 

Fair concerts, Wednesday thru Saturday night, as a pilot project to see 

how people would respond to wearing earplugs during the concerts. 

   Miko Brandner goes to many concerts and makes sure she wears her 

earplugs not only to protect her hearing, but to hear the music better.   

She thought it would be a great idea to share with others at the Brown 

County Fair.  With the help from Kelli Van Steenwyk and Charlie Ha-

bhab the idea was well accepted by Mike Herman of the Aberdeen Boys 

and Girls Club.  The Club was allowed to hand out earplugs to the con-

cert goers prior to the concerts.  With the wheels in motion, the Board 

approved a banner to display at the concerts and Barry Coughlin with 

Hearing Care Professionals generously donated 600 earplugs for the 

project.   Wednesday night, the Aberdeen Boys and Girls Club gave the 

chance for area clubs and non-profit organizations to have a display ta-

ble.  The Club took advantage of not only handing out earplugs, but bro-

chures about the club, Storybook Land and the new roller coaster at Sto-

rybook Land, SAFEEars program plus their football books.  The club 

handed out 150 earplugs each night prior to the   (continued on page 4) 
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President’s Message  
Hello fellow Sertomans! 

 

     It’s that time of the year again!  The Brown county fair a memory, 

parents and children are starting to prepare to go back to school, and 

the days are slowly getting shorter.  Several volunteers handed out ear-

plugs and information cards at the fair prior to concerts, which is a 

great way to keep getting our message out to the community as well as 

aid in keeping their ears safe.   Thank-you to all who were involved with 

preparing for this project and handing the earplugs out! 

     The wine and canvas event was a great success!  Everyone seemed to 

really enjoy having a glass or two of wine, munching on some delicious 

food, and letting their creative juices flow.  There were many involved in the planning and execution of this 

event and I would like to thank everyone involved for their efforts! 

     The regional convention is creeping up on us here shortly—it is in Lincoln, NE this year from October 

1st to the 3rd.  I would encourage anyone who can fit this in their schedule to attend this convention as I 

have been told several times that it is a very enjoyable experience!  There is so much to learn about our ser-

vice organization and this is a great place to learn about how other clubs operate and serve their communi-

ties in many different ways. 

     I look forward to seeing you all at our weekly meetings and encourage anyone to come to a board meet-

ing if you would like to see how they work.  We would love to have your input! Thank You! Corey A. Kramer 

 

Uncorked Canvas party 

 
     The Aberdeen Sertoma Club hosted their first ever Uncorked Canvas Party on August 7th at the Primrose 

Gym raising nearly $400 for the Aberdeen Community Theatre looping project. 

     At the event, the 25 participants were able to enjoy four different kinds of wines, 2 non-alcoholic wines, 

sandwiches and desserts while making their masterpieces plus have their chance to win a door prize.  Carly 

Conlon of Colorful Creations demonstrated the beginning to the very end on how to paint their masterpiece.  

She would personally ask each person how they liked their painting, gave tips and a few helpful suggestions 

so each person loved their piece. 

     The event couldn’t have been successful without our event coordinators, participants, generous sponsors 

and volunteers. The event coordinators were Miko Brandner, Kelli Van Steenwyk, Carla Glynn, Betty 

Ochsner, Nancy Kappes, Jackie Witlock and Buffy King.  Our sponsors were Dacotah Bank, Sanford, Prim-

rose, Jimmy Johns, Herbergers, Colorful Creations and Aberdeen Sertoma members. Our volunteers at the 

event were Corey Kramer, Nancy and Bruce Kappes, Lois Joseph and Jacque Ohleen-Kallhoff. 

Thank you so much for making this event successful. 
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  Programs 
 

     Jordan Abu - Sirriya presented a program on two student in-

ternship programs he participated in recently. Jordan is an Aberdeen 

Central High School graduate and current student at Northern State 

University .    

    In the fall of 2014, he was one of 100 students from around the 

United  States who participated in a 4-month White House Internship 

program, serving in the Office of Presidential Personnel.  Along with 

all but the highest levels of the President’s staff and administration, 

his office was located in the Eisenhower Office Building next to the 

White House. The interns met with most of the members of the administration and learned about governmental 

affairs .  They also performed a variety of duties for various administration personnel. Jordan displayed a 

group photograph with President Obama in which he was very close to the President.  The President spoke to 

the interns and the most  memorable and important thing he said was “ work towards what you want to do a 

service or cause), not towards what you want to be (a title). 

     During June and July, 2015, Jordan served in Brooklyn,  N.Y. with the Hillary Clinton presidential election 

campaign “ Hillary for America”. Jordan discussed some of the duties he performed and the interesting people 

he met. During both internships, he observed that the people from the Midwest were as smart as the people 

with degrees from  Harvard and University of California, Berkeley, and they had better social skills.  Jordan 

will be studying in Amman, Jordan this fall semester and graduating from NSU in May.  Bill Roth is pictured 

above with Jordan. 

Michelle Hagen, the Executive Director of the Primrose Retire-

ment Community in Aberdeen spoke at our August 5, 2015 meet-

ing. Michelle gave a brief over view of the options for senior liv-

ing at the various Primrose locations in Aberdeen and also provid-

ed some informational handouts that described the many services 

available in the Primrose Communities. Michelle also highlighted 

an event at the Brown County Fair. She gave an overview of the 

2nd Annual Primrose Senior Day which was held on August 12th 

from 12:00 to 5:00 under the Ken’s Family Tent. A complimen-

tary lunch for Seniors was offered at noon, following by bingo, an 

ice cream social, and musical entertainment during the afternoon. 

Senior Day is an event at the fair that Primrose wants to see grow each year. Over 800 seniors attended the 

event last year. Primrose hopes to continue the tradition that was started in 2014.  Michelle is pictured above, 

right, with Sertoman Scott Noeldner. 

Shane Smith is a Code Enforcement Officer for the City of Aberdeen.  

He and a second officer take about 1500 calls a year from the citizens of 

Aberdeen.  The calls are about a variety of items — such as grass too 

tall, weeds, garbage, vehicles not moved, uninhabitable housing, etc.  If 

the water gets shut off in  a house people cannot live in there, so code 

enforcement is called to get the people out or help get the water back on.  

They do try to get help for people to get the problems solved — such as 

to find someone to help the elderly mow the lawn or shovel snow or get 

social services to help.  Shane is pictured at the right with Sertoman Bet-

ty Oschner. 
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(Continued from page 1)   concert and out within 45 

minutes.  Miko stated, “I wasn’t sure how many earplugs 

to have for the event, because I wasn’t sure how well the 

public would respond.  I know how important my hearing 

is, but others may think differently.  Knowing what I 

know now, 600 wasn’t enough.   We will have to get more 

if the Club would like to do this again.”   

     Shaun Falken stated “When I was handing out the ear-

plugs, I changed my phrasing to ‘Would you like protec-

tion for your hearing?’ rather than ‘Would you like ear-

plugs?’  People would respond “Why do you think the 

music is going to be bad?”  When I changed my phrase 

they were more responsive.”  Mike Herman of the Aber-

deen Boys and Girls Club stated people were asking how 

they could get the earplugs after the club ran out and 

asked for more.  Miko was able to find some that the club 

had and had those available for people to take as needed. 

     Special thank you to Kelli Van Steenwyk, Charlie Ha-

bhab, Barry Coughlin and Mike Herman for helping Miko 

get this idea become reality, to Shaun Falken, Jerry Glatt, 

Carla Glynn and Kent Edson for helping Miko hand out 

earplugs! 

     One may never know how your idea will flourish until 

you begin the wheels in motion. 

 

 

Aberdeen Sertoma Club Receives 2014-2015 Club Award 
 

The Aberdeen Sertoma Club received the Member Services Award for year 

2014-2015.  This award encourages clubs to create value in membership through 

leadership and training with a common voice.   

 

The Aberdeen club was the only South Dakota club to receive an award for 2014

-2015. 

 

 
New Member Orientation 

 

Heidi Barclay, Matt Pearson, and Carla Glynn attended new member orientation on July 27th at Mavericks 

with presenters Miko Brandner and Kelli Van Steenwyk. 

 

New member orientation gives a high overview of the duties and policies within Sertoma, Inc., the Region, 

District and our local club.  "New member orientation is a great learning tool for new members and a great re-

fresher for our seasonal members.  It is always a great idea to make plans to attend even if you have been a 

member for a number of years." stated Miko 

 

The club will continue to have new member orientation at least quarterly and all members are encouraged to 

attend.  Attending new member orientation is one of the G.E.M. requirements for new members. 
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August Sertoma Board Meeting Highlights 
 

*  Matt Pearson was officially elected as the new Sergeant of Arms and a member of the Board. 

*  Shirley Jahraus, Matt Prehn and Scott Noeldner were re-elected as Board members. 

*  Kelli Van Steenwyk was welcomed as the Board of Directors and Corey Kramer as the Club President. 

*  The 2nd Vice President role is open. Please consider the role to help lead the Club. 

*  The Aberdeen Sertoma Club has new Sertoma Club logos.  The old logos with the scroll are no longer to 

be used on any publications. Old envelopes and stationary will be used internally only. 

*  Year to date the grand total raised for the Family Gravity Coaster ride $420,000. 

*  The income from the Service to Mankind Banquet was transferred to the Sponsorship Fund. 

* The current dues and fee structure were reviewed and no changes were made. 

*  The Club is not exempt for paying SD sales tax. 

*  Corey Kramer reported his President’s goals for the Club.  He wants the club to achieve and earn the 

Sertoma Circle of Excellence Award, Sertoma Mission Award, Sertoma Member Services Award, and 

the Sertoma Market Development Award. He wants individuals to earn the GEM Award, Mentor 

Award, all members to earn the Service Award, at least three of us to earn the Leadership award and 

there should be five members earning the Sertoma Tenure Award.  He would like the club to add five 

new members, host a CELEBRATE SOUND Don’t Walk in Silence, SAFEEars, Adopt-An-Agency 

Program, and continue as 100% participant in the Annual Fund.  The Club mission is to improve the 

quality of life through the continue support of non-profit organizations such as Salvation Army bell 

ringing, Camp Sertoma, Junior Achievements, Storybook Land, purchasing sound systems for Aber-
deen private schools.  We will also continue to support other non-profit organizations as we see needed 

in our community. 

*  The Storybook Land  was nominated for an Abby Award.  The Club will purchase a table as long as 

there is interest to attend the event on September 17th. 

*  The Sponsorship projects funded since June 30th: the $200 Affiliate fee for the Aberdeen Public Schools 

and $1,500 to the Aberdeen Community Theatre looping project. 

*  25 participates attended the Uncorked Canvas Event. The Club raised $393.75 for the looping project at 

the Aberdeen Community Theatre.  The amount raised is an addition to the $1,500 donated to the pro-

ject.  We had three major sponsors, Dacotah Bank, Sanford and Primrose. Another event will be 

planned in January or February 2016. 

*  All items purchased for Camp Sertoma were delivered in time for camp. 

*  The Aberdeen Boys and Girls Club generously allowed the Club to hand out earplugs prior to the con-

certs.  A special thank you Mike Herman with the Aberdeen Boys and Girls Club, Barry Coughlin with 

Hearing Care Professionals for donating the earplugs and the members who will be volunteering to 

hand out the earplugs. 

*  New Member Orientation was held on July 27th at Mavericks. The members that attended were Carla 

Glynn, Matt Pearson, Miko Brandner, Kelli Van Steenwyk and Heidi Barclay. 

*  The Club is working on Club signage to be displayed along the highways. 

*  The Club is working on displacing the remaining Festival of Lights inventory. 

*  The Club will participate in the Winterfest on November 21st and 22nd. 

*  The next Board meeting will be October 8th at the Aberdeen Parks and Recreation.  You are invited to 

attend. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Miko Brandner 

Aberdeen Sertoma Club, secretary 
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Want to learn more about Sertoma?  Join Aberdeen Sertomans Miko Brandner, 

and Betty Oschner who are planning to attend the Great Plains Regional Meeting 

in Lincoln, Nebraska October 1st through 3rd.  Contact Miko for details. 
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Sertoma Apparel 

 

 

                                                             
Silk Touch Sport Shirt           Silk Touch ¾ Sleeve                          Silk Touch Long Sleeve Sport Shirt  
Men (XS-10 XL) K500           Sport Shirt               Men (XS-6XL) K500LS 
Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L500           Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L562            Ladies (XS-XXL, 1x, 2x) L500LS 
$24.00             $31.00                    $31.00 
 
 
      

                                                                  
R-Tek Fleece Full Zip Jacket                     Crescent Vest               Crew Sweatshirt 18000 
Men (XS-4XL) JP77              Men 8350                $20.00 
Ladies (XS-XXL, 1X, 2X) LP77             Ladies TM7020   Hooded Sweatshirt 18500 
$50.00                $38.00                  $26.00 
 
 

 
Items are navy blue with the Aberdeen Sertoma logo on the upper left – prices include sales tax 

 

 
Contact Miko Brandner 

mikobran@gmail.com    


